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lifestyle

I have reached that stage in my life when for an
hour twice a day I become taxi-driver/carer/
anger management counsellor/conflict resolution
expert and DJ. Yes, in between my work as a
writer, I have the daily joy of The School Run,
writes Cheshire author Joanna Berry

There’s Nowhere
Quite Like Cheshire…

M

illions of us do it every day
and I often wonder how our
experiences differ. How many
of my friends in Yorkshire
and London have waved to Ronaldo on the
way to school? How many of their sons bring
their autograph book to swimming lessons
just in case they bump into another member
of the Manchester City squad?
There’s nowhere quite like Cheshire and
the school run really brings this home. Most
mums are holding down jobs and busy lives
and pull on their jeans and slap on a bit of
lipstick before they head out, but there is
that Cheshire phenomenon that appears on
the school run as well as in the café bars of
Alderley Edge. First, there’s the cars. Anything
smaller than a Range Rover is invisible. I pass
one armour plated Hummer every morning
in my Mini and feel like I could drive into its
boot like the small rescue vehicle that lives
inside my son’s Thunderbird 2.
Then there’s the clothes. If it isn’t skinny

jeans, Gucci tops and designer shades it’s
gym gear; and I’m not talking baggy leggings,
a T shirt and a pair of Green flash trainers.
It’s lycra all the way advertising precisely how
much exercise the wearer has done recently.
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And the shoes! They can never be too high
whether on a cricket pitch or on the school
parquet floor. Last week, as I watched my son
at football training in the familiar North West
downpour, I missed his ‘mint header’ as I stared
open-mouthed at a mum in the most amazing
Lady Gaga-esque suede, almost orthopaedic,
boots trudge through the quagmire that passed
for a football pitch.
The really scary thing is that I think I am
going native. I am having regular manicures
for the first time in my life and that full face
of make-up seems to land on my face each
morning. The pre-holiday fake tan is now a
given. Before I know it I’ll be driving to school
in a tank! n
Joanna Berry is the co-author of a fabulous
new book series, Never Mind the Botox,
about four city women working on the sale
of a cosmetic surgery business and the
dramatic impact it has on their personal and
professional lives. The first book in the series,
Alex, is out now (Matador £6.99)

